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South Carolina vs US Mileage Death Rate 























































































6.4 in 1969 (28% above the national rate)
2.10 in 2006 (46% 
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South Carolina Mileage Death Rate 
Traffic Deaths per 100 million Vehicle Miles Traveled
2.35
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South Carolina Mileage Death Rate 
Interstate vs Non-Interstate 
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South Carolina Mileage Death Rate 
Interstate vs Secondary Routes 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
Traffic Deaths vs Deaths from Other Causes 





























































2006 Traffic is 
preliminary
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 













Interstate US Primary SC Primary Secondary County/City
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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South Carolina Traffic Fatalities 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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Leading Counties for Traffic Fatalities 
2002 - 2006
• Greenville ……………... 
• Horry ..…………………
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Non-Fatal Traffic Injuries 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
Traffic Fatalities by Day of Week 
2001 - 2005
794
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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Digitized by South Carolina State Library
South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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Leading Counties for Injuries 
2002 - 2006
• Charleston ……………... 
• Richland..………………
• Greenville …………...









NOTE:  All other counties had fewer 
than 10,000 reported injuries.
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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Traffic Crashes 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
Traffic Crashes by Day of Week 
2001 - 2005
53,827
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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Leading Counties for Crashes 
2002 - 2006
• Charleston ……………... 
• Greenville ………………
• Richland ……………….









NOTE:  All other counties had fewer than 
25,000 reported crashes during this period.
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South Carolina Traffic Deaths 
Where Does South Carolina Rank@?
Mileage Death Rate - 2005 
DUI Death Rate ……….
31
31
Motorcycle Death Rate … 22
@Rankings exclude District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico
Pedalcycle Death Rate …. 83
Pedestrian Death Rate …. 83
Speed Related Death Rate 11
1 – Figure Based on Vehicle Miles of Travel - 2005
2 – Based on Registered Motorcycles - 2005
3 – Based on Resident Population - 2005
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South Carolina Mileage Death 
Rate Ranking - 2004
1. Mississippi ……………….. 
2. South Dakota .…………
2.28
2.24
3. Arkansas ………………… 2.22
4. New Mexico  ………….…. 2.18
5. South Carolina  ………. 2.11
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South Carolina Mileage Death 
Rate Ranking - 2005
1. Montana ……………….... 
2. South Dakota .…………...
2.256
2.215
3. South Carolina…………… 2.211
4. Mississippi …………….…. 2.207
5. Louisiana  ………………... 2.123
50. Massachusetts  …………. 0.797
US Average …….       1.453
There were 
1,093 traffic 
deaths in SC in 
2005.  The 
mileage death 
rate is based on 
deaths per 100 
million vehicle 
miles of travel.  
The SC rate is 
52% above the 
national 
average.
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South Carolina Mileage Death 
Rate Ranking - 2006
1. Montana ……………….... 
2. South Dakota .…………...
2.xxx
2.xxx
3. South Carolina…………… 2.098
4. Mississippi …………….…. 2.xxx
5. Louisiana  ………………... 2.xxx
50. Massachusetts  …………. 0.xxx
US Average …….       1.44
There were 
1,045 traffic 
deaths in SC in 
2006.  The 
mileage death 
rate is based on 
deaths per 100 
million vehicle 
miles of travel.  
The SC rate is 
46% above the 
national 
average.
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South Carolina Economic Loss 
2005
Property Damage Crashes 
Possible Injuries
$        7,400
$      10,700
Incapacitating Injuries $      10,900
Incapacitating Injuries $      58,500
Fatalities $1,130,000
South Carolina Economic Loss in 2005: $2.67 Billion
Average Cost Per Crash $   23,900
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Source: FARS
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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Source: FARS
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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* 2006 Figure is Preliminary
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2006 figure is preliminary
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2006 figure is preliminary
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Comprehensive Economic Loss 
($ millions) Resulting From Traffic 
Crashes in South Carolina
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Economic Loss 
($ billions) Resulting From Traffic 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
Belt Usage of Vehicle Occupants Killed in Traffic Crashes 
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South Carolina Traffic Fatalities 





























2001 – 2005: 
353
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South Carolina Mileage Death Rate 


























































































Motorcycle Helmet Law Passed (1967)
National 55 Implemented (1973)
Helmet Law Repealed (1980)
Alcohol Age Limit Raised to 21 (1986)
Secondary Seat Belt Law Passed (1989)
55 MPH Limit Repealed (1987)
Primary Belt Law Pased 
(December 2005)
Alcohol Age Limit Raised to 20 (1985)
Alcohol Age Limit Raised to 19 (1984)
Child Passenger Restraint Law,
7.7
2.2
Child Passenger Safety Law 
Strengthened (2001)
.08 Illegal Per Se (2003)
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
















1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
VMT Linear (VMT)
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1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Licensed Drivers Linear (Licensed Drivers)
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Registered Vehicles Linear (Registered Vehicles)
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South Carolina Crashes 
Fatalities in Intersection Crashes 
Based on Junctions Types: Crossover, 5 point, T or Y
* Actual Figure is preliminary
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Actual
20 %  Reduction
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South Carolina Crashes 
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2006 figure is preliminary
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South Carolina Crashes 
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2006 figure is preliminary
All time low
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South Carolina Crashes 
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2006 figure is preliminary
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South Carolina Crashes 
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2006 figure is Preliminary
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South Carolina Traffic Fatalities 
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2006 figure is preliminary
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South Carolina Crashes 



















1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
2006 figure is preliminary
10 year high
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 

















1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
2006 figure is preliminary
10 year low - tied
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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2006 figure is preliminary
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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2006 figure is preliminary
All Time High
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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2006 figure is preliminary
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 


















2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Interstate
Ped/Bike
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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Source: SCDPS
2005 figures are preliminary
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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Source: SCDPS
2005 figures are preliminary
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 















1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
First Guardrail Project Accepted 
on January 17, 2001
2006 figure is preliminary
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South Carolina 













2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
First Guardrail Project Accepted 
on January 17, 2001
2006 figure is preliminary
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South Carolina Traffic Fatalities 
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2006 figure is preliminary
Digitized by South Carolina State Library
South Carolina Traffic Fatalities 
Traffic Crashes on Secondary Highways
32,397







2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
2006 figure is preliminary
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South Carolina vs North Carolina 
(Traffic Deaths per 100 million vehicle miles traveled)
2.4 2.4 2.3 2.2
2.0 2.1
2.2
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South Carolina vs Massachusetts 
(Traffic Deaths per 100 million vehicle miles traveled)
2.4 2.4 2.3 2.2
2.0 2.1
2.2
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South Carolina vs Mississippi 
(Traffic Deaths per 100 million vehicle miles traveled)
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
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2006 figure is preliminary
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2006 figure is preliminary
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Dry Wet Snow/Slush/ Ice Standing Water Other/Unknown
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 















Under 20 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70+
Graph does not include 48,577 drivers with unspecified 
ages.  Excludes pedestrians
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 













Under 20 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70+
Graph does not include 237 drivers with unspecified ages.  
Excludes pedestrians
Digitized by South Carolina State Library
South Carolina Traffic Trends 












Excludes Pedestrians and “unknown” gender.  All other vehicle 
operators included.
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 












Excludes Pedestrians and “unknown” gender.  All other vehicle 
operators included.
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South Carolina Traffic Trends 
Traffic Fatalities
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South Carolina Traffic Fatality Trend 
Is it Random? 
Or 
Is there Something That Explains the 
Pattern?
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Perhaps Fatalities Fluctuate Based on 
Travel Volume 














































VMT (billions of miles traveled)
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Or the Growth in Travel 










































Increase from Previous Year in Billions of Miles
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Or the Percentage Increase in Travel 













































% Change in VMT x 100
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Perhaps Gasoline Prices Hold the Key 


































































Inflation Adjusted Gasoline Prices
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Or Is It the State Economy 









































































For every 1% drop in the S.C. 
unemployment rate the number of traffic 
deaths in SC increases by 40 per year.Digitized by South Carolina State Library
Or the National Economy 










































































Digitized by South Carolina State Library
The National Economy, as Represented by the 
National Unemployment Rate, Explains Nearly 
Half the Change in the SC Traffic Death Toll 
Traffic Fatalities - Projected Unemployment Only









































For every 1% drop 
in the national 
unemployment rate 
the number of 
traffic deaths in SC 
increases by 48 per 
year.
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Other Factors Do Not Seem 
Very Important, But Why??
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